[Right atrial thrombus complicating chemotherapy by central venous catheterization in a child with Hodgkin's disease].
The atrial catheter (subcutaneous port) was used in a 5 year old boy with Hodgkin's disease for the administration of antineoplastic agents and other drugs. Catheter was flushed daily or every 2 weeks with heparin solution (5 U/ml)). The complications including infection and occlusion were not observed in this patient during observation time. Routine echocardiography performed after eight months of usage of the catheter showed right atrial thrombus. Because of the failure of 14 days fibrinolytic therapy (Actylise) surgical thrombectomy was performed. Bacteriological culture of the surgical specimen was positive for Pseudomonas aeruginosa. The post-operative period passed without complications. Follow-up echocardiography findings were normal. The probable reason of thrombus formation could be damage of the right atrium by stream of drugs or balloting ending of the catheter.